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Abstract: 
 
In this workshop, I provide an introduction to variation analysis using Goldvarb X, the 
new variable rule application for Windows and  Macintosh (Sankoff, Tagliamonte & 
Smith 2006). Beginning with the  theoretical and methodological principles of the 
methodology  (Cedergren & Sankoff 1974; Sankoff 1978, 1988, etc.), I 
demonstrate  how multiple regression can be effectively applied to the study 
of  language variation, how Goldvarb works and why, how to interpret  Goldvarb results 
and the right way to report them (Tagliamonte 2006).  Participants will be led through a 
variationist analysis from  beginning to end, providing tips and examples from my own 
research.  Participants will also have the opportunity to experiment with  Goldvarb X 
themselves using already existing data files which will be  made available during the 
workshop. The workshop will conclude with an  interactive component in which 
students can bring their own data,  issues and/or problems they may be having with their 
research for  trouble-shooting and assistance. 
 
Note: Participants are encouraged to bring their token files to the workshop. 
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